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Facts by Category: Kids, Families & Community
In Snohomish County…
Children and Youth
· 11% of families with children under the age of 18 live in poverty, but in families with a female head of the household, the poverty rate jumps to 27%.

· A child in Washington is abused or neglected every hour. Currently, there are 750 children in foster care in Snohomish County.

· More quality childcare is needed. There are three children for each licensed childcare slot available for ages birth to five.

· 24% of Snohomish County high school students do not graduate within four years. County-wide, 7% of adults 25 and older don’t have a high school diploma or GED.

· Investing in kids pays off. Research shows for every tax dollar invested in early care and education, $16 is returned to society through better graduation rates, workforce readiness and reduced crime.

· 26% of 4th graders did not meet the Washington State standards in reading.

Homelessness

· 2,362 people in Snohomish County were identified as homeless in the 2010 point-in-time count. 

· Unfortunately, there is not sufficient housing available. There are presently 1,020 families on the waiting list for housing, with the largest group being single mothers with children.
· People were turned away from emergency shelters 17,200 times last year.
Housing Stability

· Foreclosures have increased rapidly in our county. Last year, notice of trustee sales (a final foreclosure step) increased by 74%.
· The state minimum wage is $8.67 per hour. Studies show that the “housing wage” is $20.31 to afford the average rent on a two-bedroom apartment, which is $1,056 in Snohomish County.
· 37% of Snohomish County households earn less than this housing wage.

Food and Nutrition

· Hunger is on the rise; the number of food insecure households rose 24% in Washington last year.
· The need for affordable, nutritious food remains a problem for many families in the county. This year, the Snohomish County Food Bank Coalition served 100,737 local residents.
· 33% of Snohomish County school children were on the free and reduced lunch program during the last school year.
Poverty

· 10% of Snohomish County’s population (67,000 people) lives at or below the Federal Poverty Level, which is only $18,310 a year or $1,526 a month for a family of three.

· 12% or 18,000 children under the age of 18 in Snohomish County are living in poverty.
· 4,900 seniors, or 8.2% of the senior population (age 65+), live in poverty.
Safety

· Snohomish County showed a decrease in violent and property crime in 2009.

· Snohomish saw a 22% increase in domestic violence between 2008 and 2009. This compares to a 13% increase statewide.
· 20% of 8th graders report riding in a car with a driver who had been drinking alcohol.

Access to Community Resources

· An estimated 50% of individuals in Snohomish County who are eligible for Basic Food assistance are not accessing the help.
· More people are using 2-1-1 to connect to other services. Calls were up 5% in 2009.
Health and Well-Being

· 16% of Snohomish County adults do not have health insurance, which puts tremendous pressure on families.
· Many people do not get the medical care they need; an estimated 117,000 (23%) Snohomish County adults have not seen a doctor in at least two years. An estimated 55% of uninsured children in our region were eligible for public insurance programs, but are not enrolled.
· In Snohomish County, nearly 12% of 8th graders are overweight.
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