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Success Stories

Your gift to United Way helps advance the common good.

Advocate: Mar’s Story
Mar’s perfect world is one where everyone is prepared: ready for school, ready for life, ready in case of a disaster. A Snohomish resident, she LIVES UNITED by advocating for preparedness and relief efforts.

United Way supports disaster relief services provided the American Red Cross Snohomish County Chapter, where Mar serves on a team that “helps shield victims from any more trauma.” At a Lynnwood apartment fire that left 30 families with nothing last August, Mar set up temporary shelter and provided food, clothing and medical treatment.

A fire in her own home when she was 3 gave Mar the understanding and conviction to ensure others are ready for life’s unexpected events. This Live United Leader is a Champion, stepping up by speaking out and by donating to United Way.

“I have a passion for helping people get prepared,” Mar says. “When you are, it won’t be a disaster.”
By the Numbers

· The Red Cross responds to a disaster in Snohomish County every four days. United Way funded programs are there in a crisis, and in the months to come to help people get back on their feet.
· Find out more about Live United Leaders at uwsc.org

Disaster Relief: Nancy’s Story
A long-time resident of Lynnwood’s Lynnview Apartments, Nancy was comfortable in her modest home. It was “her space” until last August when a fire took it all away.

For the 33 families like Nancy who lost everything, help from the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Services program was a life-saver. The United Way funded program provided temporary shelter, food, clothing, medical treatment and financial help to start over.

The fire left Nancy with just a bag of clothes and shoes, but it didn’t take her spirit. In fact, it’s sparked her to volunteer.

“Knowing someone was there who didn’t have to be was amazing,” she says. “It made me want to do more. I’m just one person, but I can do something. We all can.” 
By the Numbers

· United Way allocates more than $189,000 to emergency services programs that serve nearly 2,100 people each year.

· United Way funds 102 programs that are there in times of disaster and every day, serving the whole community.
Early Learning: Hunter’s Story

As a toddler, Hunter knew how to walk, talk and attract negative attention. According to mom Leslie, screaming and biting were daily occurrences.

“His tantrums affected all aspects of our lives,” she says.

Hunter’s behavior had him on the verge of being expelled from preschool; Leslie and her husband Ryan were desperate. United Way’s Early Learning initiative gave them and Hunter’s preschool teachers the training and tools to help him enter kindergarten ready to learn and avoid future problems.

Now a third-grader in Arlington, Hunter is a terrific reader who’s been asked to skip a grade. His goals have changed from pursuing negative attention to pursuing straight A’s.

“He is a completely different child now – thank God!” Leslie says.
By the Numbers

· According to Washington teachers, 56% of children enter kindergarten not ready to learn.

· Every $1 invested in early education pays back $16 to the community through better graduation rates and reduced crime.

Financial Stability: Juan’s Story
With four children, Juan and Clara stretched Juan’s truck driver paycheck as far as possible. United Way’s help with their income tax return goes a long way.

“I trust United Way to do the best for me,” says Juan.

Tax volunteers helped Juan claim the Earned Income Tax Credit. Last year, $2,000 went into savings.

“When I was young, no one taught me to save,” adds Juan. “I was raised dirt poor. Now, I’m blessed.”

Since then, however, Juan has lost his job.  In a slowly recovering economy, jobs are still scarce. Juan is glad he saved when he could.

“For my family, that will put food on the table and a roof over their heads,” advises Juan. “No matter if you earn only a little bit—save.”
By the Numbers

· Unemployment in Snohomish County is still 10%, and many are running out of unemployment benefits. 

· United Way tax sites have sold $32,500 in U.S. Savings Bonds this year—often the only savings a low-income family has. 

Healthy Communities: Saira’s Story

One in 10 teenagers in our county is overweight; Saira, 9, doesn’t want to become a part of this group like her three older siblings. For her, the Y’s Actively Changing Together (ACT!) class is the answer.

ACT! is a free, United Way-funded program that blends physical activity, nutrition education and parent engagement. For a girl at risk of developing Type 2 diabetes, Saira’s involvement – along with 149 other children – has provided access to resources and information she wouldn’t have had otherwise.

Trading soda for self-control hasn’t been easy, but Saira tries everything ACT! introduces. She’s even discovered a love of tae kwon do, pomegranate and becoming a physical education teacher.

“The main thing is to have a healthy life,” says her mother, Maria. “It’s not about being skinny, it’s about being healthy.”
By the Numbers

· United Way annually allocates more than $331,000 to 17 prevention programs for children and youth.


Individual Development Accounts: Lethia and Pierre’s Story

United Way’s goal is to help people help themselves, teaching families about budgeting, credit and finances while they work and save to become independent.

When Lethia and her husband, Pierre, were both laid off, things looked bleak. The Individual Development Account (IDA) program helped Pierre get a commercial driver’s license and a second-hand truck to launch Abracadabra Movers.

Starting over isn’t magic—it’s hard work. But for Lethia, who was orphaned and on the streets at 16, it’s a blessing after years of struggle.

“Just because you were homeless, just because you were abused—it doesn’t mean you don’t deserve a new beginning,” Lethia says. “There are programs that give you money. Giving to United Way is about giving people the opportunity to succeed.”
By the Numbers:

· With unemployment at 10%, our county has 67,000 people living below the poverty line.

· 86 families in the IDA program have saved more than $440,000, half of which is leveraged from state and federal grants, toward an education, home or small business.

Loyal Contributor: Robert’s Story

Coaching takes patience, enthusiasm and persistence. So does creating lasting community change. Kimberly-Clark employee Robert does both.

A longtime Everett resident, Robert relishes the opportunity to hike and bike, taking his son, Gabe, along for the ride. When not out on the trail, you’ll find them on a local field, court or in a classroom – Robert is always coaching his 10-year-old son on to victory.

We need more parents like Robert: engaged and involved. That’s why he LIVES UNITED as a Loyal Contributor – giving annually to create successful kids, financially stable families and, most important to him, healthy communities.

Active kids become active adults, whether the focus is games or giving. Robert knows his gift to United Way will be invested wisely and transform our community for the better, supporting healthy behaviors. He knows that the greatest lessons he can pass along to Gabe are a love of exercise and advancing the common good.

“United Way is a baseline – it’s an anchor to everything else in the community,” he says. “If you make a decent living, there’s a commitment that goes along with that. You share what you can.”
By the Numbers

· A Loyal Contributor is any person who has donated to any United Way in any amount for 10 years or longer.

· If you’re a Loyal Contributor, thanks! 

Stable Families: Susan’s Story

Susan and husband Allan spent decades building a life in Lake Stevens with their five children. Then unexpected events – one son diagnosed with cancer, another fighting behavioral issues, Allan’s layoff – threatened to take it all away. Susan needed help and turned to the Lake Stevens Family Center, funded by United Way.

Susan had heard of the center, but until she needed a hand up and a hug, “didn’t know the depth of their experience or heart.” When times were tight, her family benefitted from utility assistance, donated clothing for her children and items from the center’s emergency pantry. Now back on their feet, Susan considers the center a part of the family.

“The center pulls together people who care,” Susan reveals. “It’s close to my heart.”
By the Numbers

· United Way funds 16 programs improving access to resources for more than 13,000 Snohomish County residents.

Volunteer: Bob

LIVE UNITED is a command: to give, to advocate or to volunteer. Former military, Bob never ignores a direct order, and proudly does all three.

Bob and Sandy call Mukilteo home. They feel fortunate to have a roof over their heads, considering 35% of Snohomish County families can’t afford to rent an average two-bedroom apartment. Because “the real basic needs never go away” according to Bob, he has made United Way’s mission his own: to improve people’s lives with his time, talents and treasure.

“The more I get into it, the more I want to do,” says this Boeing engineer, who builds planes and his community by being a Tocqueville donor. Bob also volunteers preparing taxes for low-income families.  

“The measure of a human is how you treat others,” Bob concludes. “No one can do everything, but everyone should ask themselves, ‘Am I stepping up to do my part?’”
By the Numbers

· More than 1,000 families are on the waiting list for affordable housing. United Way receives three times as many requests for housing as we are able to fund.

· Tocqueville donors give $10,000 or more annually to United Way.

Volunteer: Mike

Mike Dunn loves solving puzzles. That’s why he LIVES UNITED by preparing income taxes for low-income families.

Mike’s love for crunching numbers has helped families become financially independent by claiming Earned Income Tax Credits, which put real dollars back in the pockets hard-working families.

“Volunteering with United Way, I work with so many people that constantly remind me why I’m happy to help,” Mike says. “There’s a point in life to give back – you can’t just take. By volunteering, I am giving back by helping people in need.”

By the Numbers

· 67,000 Snohomish County residents live in poverty, up 14,000 from last year. 

· United Way works to meet immediate needs and to solve the underlying cause of problems like poverty to prevent them happening in the first place. 

· In four years, United Way volunteers have prepared 6,400 tax returns worth $10.5 million in refunds for low-income, working families.

