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United Way announces $2 million in targeted community grants

(Everett, WA) -- United Way of Snohomish County will be investing $2 million over the next year towards 56 programs in Snohomish County that support the focus area: “breaking the cycle of poverty using an integrated services approach.”
 “This year we did not earmark funding for specific topics or populations, instead asking our volunteer grant readers to select those programs that would best address poverty in our community,” said Dennis G. Smith, president and CEO of United Way. 

40 community volunteers and topic experts reviewed 107 grant applications received from 45 organizations, throughout our community.  56 programs from 25 organizations throughout Snohomish County have been chosen to receive funding starting in October 2016.   
“The focus area of breaking the cycle of poverty allowed us as grant readers to review each and every program and determine how it supported the focus through a clear lens,” said Sharon Wellman,  Everett Community College Tutoring Center Director, instructor and member of the United Way Board of Directors. “Every program proposal, whether or not they were funded this grant cycle, was reviewed very closely.”

These funded programs tightly align with United Way’s new poverty focus. Volunteers prioritized programs that use a multi-generational approach, meet a service gap in the community, assess clients’ movement towards self-sufficiency and/or engage in other local efforts to address poverty. 
A complete list of funded programs is available on United Way’s website. 
# # #

United Way transforms lives by bringing people, resources, and strategy together to solve our community’s toughest challenge.  
To find out more about United Way of Snohomish County, including how you can find help, how to volunteer and how United Way serves our community, please visit our website at uwsc.org.

