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Methodology

Determination of the Critical Populations
Using	demographic	data	from	the	census,	we	identified	
the	5	critical	populations	using	the	following	criteria:	
(1)	poverty	rates	exceeding	Snohomish	County’s;		
(2)	disproportionate	representation	in	poverty;	and		
(3)	the	largest	number	of	individuals	impacted.	

Data Sources
Data	for	this	report	is	drawn	primarily	from	two	sources:	
the	U.S.	Census	American	Community	Survey	(2014,		
5-	year	averages;	for	information	on	specific	tables	used,	
please	contact	United	Way	staff)	and	the	Washington	
State	Department	of	Social	and	Health	Services	13	(2014).	
For	the	former,	we	chose	5-year	averages	because	it	is	
the	most	precise	and	reliable,	particularly	when	analyzing	
smaller	populations	such	as	CCDs.	14	For	the	latter,	we	used	
city-level	data	(CCDs	were	not	available),	which	is	available	
only	on	an	annual	basis.	Any	variation	in	data	availability	
for	specific	CCDs	is	discussed	below	in	References.

Definitions

CCD:	Census	county	divisions	(CCDs)	are	areas	delineated	
by	the	Census	Bureau	in	cooperation	with	state,	tribal,	and	
local	officials	for	statistical	purposes.	CCDs	have	no	legal	
function	and	are	not	governmental	units.	CCD	boundaries	
usually	follow	visible	features	and	usually	coincide	
with	census	tract	boundaries.	The	name	of	each	CCD	is	
based	on	a	place,	county,	or	well-known	local	name	that	
identifies	its	location.	CCDs	exist	where:		
1.	There	are	no	legally	established	MCDs.		
2.	The	legally	established	MCDs	do	not	have	governmental	
or	administrative	purposes.		
3.	The	boundaries	of	the	MCDs	change	frequently.	
4.	The	MCDs	are	not	generally	known	to	the	public.	

CDP:	Census	Designated	Places	(CDPs)	are	the	statistical	
counterparts	of	incorporated	places,	and	are	delineated	to	
provide	data	for	settled	concentrations	of	population	that	
are	identifiable	by	name	but	are	not	legally	incorporated	
under	the	laws	of	the	state	in	which	they	are	located.	

	
	
	

The	boundaries	usually	are	defined	in	cooperation	with	
local	or	tribal	officials	and	generally	updated	prior	to	each
decennial	census.	These	boundaries,	which	usually	
coincide	with	visible	features	or	the	boundary	of	an	
adjacent	incorporated	place	or	another	legal	entity	
boundary,	have	no	legal	status,	nor	do	these	places	have	
officials	elected	to	serve	traditional	municipal	functions.	
CDP	boundaries	may	change	from	one	decennial	census	
to	the	next	with	changes	in	the	settlement	pattern;	a	
CDP	with	the	same	name	as	in	an	earlier	census	does	
not	necessarily	have	the	same	boundary.	CDPs	must	
be	contained	within	a	single	state	and	may	not	extend	
into	an	incorporated	place.	There	are	no	population	size	
requirements	for	CDPs.

CHILDREN:	Any	individual	under	age	18.

FEMALE	HEAD	OF	HOUSEHOLDS	WITH	CHILDREN	UNDER	5:	
Female	householder	maintaining	a	household	(no	husband	
present)	with	biological,	adopted,	or	stepchildren	under	
the	age	of	5.	15	

HISPANIC	OR	LATINO	ORIGIN:	Hispanic	or	Latino	refers	to	a	
person	of	Cuban,	Mexican,	Puerto	Rican,	South	or	Central	
American,	or	other	Spanish	culture	or	origin	regardless	of	
race.		Persons	of	Hispanic	or	Latino	origin	can	be	of	any	
race	and	are	included	in	other	racial	categories.	16

PEOPLE	OF	COLOR: The	census	currently	uses	the	following	
racial	categories:	American	Indian/Alaska	Native,	Asian,	
Black/African	American,	Native	Hawaiian/Pacific	Islander,	
Two	or	More	Races,	and	White.	In	this	report,	“People	of	
Color”	is	a	compilation	of	every	racial	category	except	White.

PEOPLE	WITH	DISABILITIES: Defined	by	the	American	
Community	Survey	as	“the	product	of	interactions	among	
individuals’	bodies;	their	physical,	emotional,	and	mental	
health;	and	the	physical	and	social	environment	in	which	
they	live,	work,	or	play.”	17	

Arlington CCD
	 Arlington	city	(part)
	 Arlington	Heights	CDP
	 Canyon	Creek	CDP	(part)
	 Oso	CDP
	 Sisco	Heights	CDP	(part)

Darrington CCD
	 Darrington	town	
	 Swede	Heaven	CDP

Edmonds CCD
	 Alderwood	Manor	CDP
	 Bothell	city	(part)
	 Bothell	East	CDP	(part)
	 Bothell	West	CDP
	 Brier	city
	 Edmonds	city
	 Esperance	CDP
	 Larch	Way	CDP	(part)
	 Lynnwood	City
	 Martha	Lake	CDP	(part)
	 Meadowdale	CDP
	 Mill	Creek	city	(part)
	 Mill	Creek	East	CDP	(part)
	 Mountlake	Terrace	city
	 Mukilteo	city	(part)
	 North	Lynnwood	CDP
	 Picnic	Point	CDP
	 Silver	Firs	CDP	(Part)
	 Woodway	city

Everett CCD
	 Eastmont	CDP
	 Everett	city	(part)
	 Lake	Stickney	CDP
	 Larch	Way	CDP	(part)
	 Martha	Lake	CDP	(part)
	 Mill	Creek	city	(part)
	 Mukilteo	city	(part)	

Granite Falls CCD
	 Canyon	Creek	CDP	(part)
	 Granite	Falls	city
	 Lake	Bosworth	(part)
	 Lake	Roesiger	CDP
	 Lochsloy	CDP
	 Verlot	CDP

Lake Stevens CCD
	 Bunk	Foss	CDP	(part)
	 Cavalero	CDP
	 Lake	Cassidy	CDP	(part)
	 Lake	Stevens	city	(part)
	 Machias	CDP

Maltby CCD*
	 Bothell	city	(part)
	 Bothell	East	CDP	(part)
	 Cathcart	CDP
	 Clearview	CDP
	 High	Bridge	CDP
	 Maltby	CDP
	 Mill	Creek	East	CDP	(part)
	 Silver	Firs	CDP	(part)

Marysville CCD
	 Arlington	city	(part)
	 Lake	Cassidy	CDP	(part)
	 Lake	Stevens	city	(part)
	 Marysville	city	(part)
	 North	Marysville	CDP
	 Sisco	Heights	CDP	(part)

Monroe CCD
	 Chain	Lake	CDP	(part)
	 Monroe	city
	 Monroe	North	CDP
	 Three	Lakes	CDP	(part)
	 Woods	Creek	CDP

Snohomish CCD
	 Bunk	Foss	CDP	(part)
	 Chain	Lake	CDP	(part)
	 Everett	city	(part)
	 Forbes	Hill	CDP
	 Hat	Island	CDP
	 Lake	Stevens	city	(part)
	 Marysville	(part)¬
	 Snohomish	city
	 Three	Lakes	CDP	(part)

Stanwood CCD
	 Bryant	CDP
	 Lake	Ketchum	CDP
	 Marysville	city	(part)
	 Northwest	Stanwood	CDP
	 Silvana	CDP
	 Stanwood	City	
	 Sunday	Lake	CDP
	 Warm	Beach	CDP

Sultan CCD
	 Gold	Bar	city
	 Index	town
	 May	Creek	CDP
	 North	Sultan	CDP
	 Startup	CDP
	 Sultan	City	

Tulalip Reservation CCD*

	
	

*	Data	not	available	for	cities	in	these		
	 CCDs.	Data	from	Snohomish	County	
	 is	included	instead	

CCD index
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